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coming from one of the greatest autocrats in the German
industrial world, have naturally given rise to the apprehension
that the large eartells would not be indisposed to challenge
the working-man's most fundamental rights, viz., his right to
combine and his right to sell his labour where, how, and to
whom he will, should a favourable opportunity arise. Professor
Adolph Wagner said at the meeting of the Evangelical Social
Congress in May, 1907, that in spite of the improvement in the
condition of the working classes, their " dependence upon the
enormous capital concentrations was to-day greater than ever."
It is the uncertainty as to where this dependence may in the
end lead that creates most suspicion and distrust of the syndicates
in the minds of the workers.
It remains only to refer to the public attitude towards the
cartells, and to the legislative and other measures which have
been proposed for the checking of such excesses as have come
to light.
"When the eartell movement began there were not a few writers in
the circle of economic liberalism who welcomed these organisations
as a legitimate means of regulating production, of equalising
prices, and of organising industry on more efficient lines. The
State Socialistic critics of "unlimited competition/' with its
correlative, price undercutting, at the expense of quality on the
one hand and of wages on the other, saw their wisdom justified
when a blow seemed to be thus struck at their special aversion.
There was all the greater readiness to receive the syndicates with
confidence since they were held to be a certain means of equipping
the German iron industry in particular for farther conquests in
the world-markets. The home trade, it was said, would by their
operation be more completely preserved for home labour., the
export trade would expand, small and large undertakings would
have an equal chance, the working classes would have higher
and more stable wages, and all this would be done at no one's
expense, for cheaper production and distribution would permit of
the syndicated goods being sold at the same average prices as
before.
Some of these predictions and expectations have been partially
realised, but not all. The syndicated industries have made
giant strides; assisted by the higher protective duties which
have been imposed in the meantime, the home market has been